
                                                Rhinoceros beetle 

Classification : 

Kingdom :  Animalia 

Phylum    :  Arthropoda 

Class        :  Insecta 

Order      :  Coleoptera  

Family    :  Scarabaeidae  

Subfamily: Dynastinae  

 

 Characteristics : 

 Rhinoceros beetles are large, powerful scarab beetles (Family Scarabaeidae, 

Subfamily Dynastinae) known for the prominent, horn-like projections on the 

heads of males, which are used for fighting rivals over mates. 

 These herbivorous insects feed on fruit, nectar, and sap as adults, while their C-

shaped larvae consume decaying plant matter.  

 Appearance: These beetles have stout, rounded, and convex bodies, with sizes 

varying significantly by species, some exceeding 18 cm in length.  

 Horn: The most distinctive feature is the prominent, horn-like structure on the 

male's head, which is used in combat to fight for mates and feeding territories.  

 Coloration: Their coloration can range from black to brown, greenish-gray, or 

even have a metallic, shiny appearance.  

 Strength: They are known for their incredible strength, capable of lifting objects 

many times their own weight.  

 Sound: When threatened, they produce a hissing squeak by rubbing their 

abdomen and wing covers together.  

Habitat 

 Global Distribution: Rhinoceros beetles are found on every continent except 

Antarctica, inhabiting diverse ecosystems from rainforests to grasslands.  

 
For further details, Link 

 

https://www.nwf.org/Educational-Resources/Wildlife-Guide/Invertebrates/Rhinoceros-Beetles


 Breeding Sites: They breed in decaying organic matter, including rotting wood, 

fallen logs, dead palm trunks, compost heaps, and sawdust.  

 Daytime Shelter: They typically hide in leaf litter, within plants, or in fallen 

logs to avoid predators during the day.  

Behaviour: 

 Nocturnal Activity: Rhinoceros beetles are active at night, flying to feed on sap, 

nectar, and fruit, and to find breeding sites.  

 Diet: Adults are herbivorous, feeding on plant material, while their larvae 

consume decaying plant matter in their breeding sites.  

 Mating: Males engage in ritualized battles using their horns to assert dominance 

over females.  

 Life Cycle: A female lays about 50-100 eggs, which hatch into larvae that grow 

through several stages before pupating and eventually becoming adults.  

 Ecological Role: They play a crucial role in seed dispersal, particularly in 

rainforests, as they consume fruit and deposit seeds elsewhere.  

 

 

 

 

 


